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                  Vaccine Hesitancy- Survey Analysis 

 

A short survey was made available to community stakeholders in May 2021, in order to 

determine why there appears to be a lack of interest in residents receiving the COVID-19 

vaccine. The hesitancy information collected by the survey included both quantitative and 

qualitative data. The survey results from the quantitative data in Q4 was reviewed using a 

frequency distribution table. The survey results from the qualitative data in Q5 was 

reviewed using content analysis. The intent of this analysis is to determine frequency and 

patterns within the survey results to address COVID-19 vaccine hesitancy in Columbiana 

County. 

 

Survey questions 

 

Q1- Please list your agency name. (fill in) 

Q2- Please list the name and contact information for the person completing the survey. 

(fill in) 

Q3- Please indicate which zip codes your agency primarily serves. (required- check all 

that apply) 

Q4- Based upon feedback from the clients you serve, what is the main reason you are 

hearing that Columbiana County residents are not interested in getting vaccinated? 

(required- check all that apply) 

Q5- What suggestions do you have for the Columbiana County Vaccination Taskforce to 

help increase vaccine update in the county? (required- fill in) 

 

Q4- Frequency distribution table 

 

Answer Frequency Percent 

Concerns about side effects 36 76% 

Concerns about safety 31 65% 

Want to wait 25 53% 

Too fast roll out 24 51% 

Lack of confidence in 

vaccine effectiveness 

24 51% 

Do not like to get shots 6 12% 

Lack of transportation 2 4% 

Don’t know where to go to 

get vaccine 

1 2% 

Perceived vaccine cost 1 2% 

 

Of the answer options selected in Q4, five answers were picked at least 50% of the time 

and two of those were picked over 60% of the time. The increased frequency of response 

to these five answers indicates priority areas which could be addressed to reduce vaccine  
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hesitancy in the county. The frequency of the remaining four answer options was very 

low and may not be an area of importance to address vaccine hesitancy for the county 

residents at this time.  

 

Q5- Content analysis 

 

Response data was coded by Laura Fauss and the codes reviewed and confirmed by 

Hannah Sutton. The comprehensive responses with coding can be found following this 

report. Results of the coding is summarized in the table below: 

  

Theme Color Frequency 

Information gap Blue 23 

Safety concern Pink 13 

Better access Yellow 13 

Lack of trust Orange 11 

Incentives  Green 3 

 

It is clear from the data review that respondees believe there is an “information gap” 

causing vaccine hesitancy in the Columbiana County. Replies that included themes about 

the “information gap” between residents and professionals was mentioned with the 

highest frequency in the survey. Many respondees recommended using partners and 

trusted members of the community to help distribute vaccine information. The second 

theme identified in the analysis was tied between “safety concerns” and “better access” to 

the vaccine. The “safety concerns” theme could also be included with the “information 

gap” theme, but was differentiated in this analysis to provide better data of concerns 

identified in the survey. Partnering with local churches, schools and other agencies to 

provide vaccines and increase access was recommended many times by respondees. 

“Lack of trust” was also a big factor indicated in the survey, again the recommendation of 

partnering with others to help with this barrier was referenced. The theme identified in 

this analysis was the use of “incentives” to increase vaccine uptake which was only 

mentioned three times.  

 

Report compiled by Laura Fauss on May 19, 2021 
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    Vaccine Hesitancy- Comparative Analysis Review 

 

Increasing vaccine hesitancy was one of the issues identified in the Ohio Department of 

Health’s COVD-19 Vaccination Plan dated October 16, 2020. At that time, the report 

indicated that 50% of Americans report they are unsure or would refuse being vaccinated 

against COVID-19. It is not surprising that Columbiana County now faces this hurtle, and 

is currently lagging the State of Ohio in percentage of population vaccinated. Columbiana 

County also lags many it’s our adjoining counties including Jefferson, Mahoning and 

Stark  counties in the percent of population vaccinated.  

 

 
 

A review was conducted of counties with similar population size on the Health Equity 

Vaccine Recipient Dashboard which is provided by the Office of Minority Health. This 

review found that there is a correlation between rural counties with similar SVI scores 

and vaccine hesitancy. The table develop below with the data from this dashboard 

highlights these findings. 

 

County Population SVI 

Population Started 

Vaccination Series 

5/19/2021 

Allen 102,351 0.7701 33,345 (32%) 

Columbiana 101,883 0.6322 35,752 (35%) 

Wayne 115,710 0.6552 40,286 (34%) 
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The Ohio Colleges of Medicine Government Resource Center released data on April 30, 

2021, intitled COVID-19 Survey Vaccine Hesitancy Report. One question on the survey 

aimed to identify the reason for vaccine hesitancy in Ohio. Respondees were asked why 

they do not plan on getting the vaccine. Answers to this question could be chosen from a 

preset list of options. Of the options provided, one response stood out, which was 

selected 62% of the time siting “Safety concerns” as the reason they do not want to get 

the COVID-19 vaccine. The second most chosen answer was close to three-way tie 

between “Don’t trust government” 39%, “Don’t trust vaccines” 33% and “Not needed” 

32%.  

 

The results from the statewide survey showed several similarities to our local vaccine 

hesitancy survey. Concerns about safety, lack of confidence in the vaccine and lack of 

trust were common themes indicated by respondees in both surveys. This additional data 

confirms the local findings on COVID-19 vaccine hesitancy and indicates an excellent 

launching point to address this matter at the local level. 

 

Report updated by Laura Fauss on December 15, 2021 
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